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Specific Speech 

and

Language Disorder

 Class 
Greenmount N.S. 
Enrolment Policy 
Definitions used in the document:

AC:     


Advisory Committee

ADC:


Advisory Discharge Committee

BOM:


Board of Management of Greenmount N.S.
DES:


Department of Education & Skills

HSE:


Health Service Executive

IASLT:  

Irish Association of Speech & Language Therapists

Parents: 

Should be taken to include guardians

SENO:

Special Education Needs Organiser

SLT:


Speech & Language Therapist

SSLD Class:
Specific Speech and Language Disorder Class 
SSLI:      
Specific Speech & Language Impairment which also means a Specific Speech & Language Disorder

The SSLD Class:
Greenmount N.S.’s SSLD Class
INTRODUCTION
What is a Specific Language Impairment?

IASLT has defined SSLI as follows:

“Specific Speech & Language Impairment (SSLI) is a term currently used to describe children whose skill in understanding and/or expressing themselves through speech and language is significantly impaired.  These difficulties exist in the context of normal cognitive abilities and are not primarily attributable to social, emotional, behavioural, educational, physical or sensory difficulties.”  IASLT (2007)
What is a SSLD Class?

A SSLD Class is a class in a mainstream primary school which caters for the educational, speech and language needs of children with a diagnosis of SSLI, who meet the Department of Education’s (DES) criteria as per   DES Circular 0038/2007. 

The SSLD Class is staffed by a primary school teacher “the SSLD Class teacher”.  A HSE Speech and Language Therapist “the SSLD Class SLT” provides a service to the class for a number of hours per week. 
There is a maximum of seven pupils in a SSLD Class in any one year, as per DES Circular 0038/2007. 
There are currently four SSLD Classes in the Cork South Lee Primary Care SLT Area, two in Greenmount National School, one in Scoil Barra N.S. and one in Shanbally National School.  These 4 SSLD classes were established to provide SSLD class placements specifically for pupils who receiving their HSE SLT support in the Cork South Lee HSE Area.
It is to be noted that not all children with SSLI/SSLD need to attend a SSLD Class. Other placement models may be more appropriate to meet a child’s educational and speech and language needs. 

Further information regarding the operation of an SSLD Class is available from the South Lee Speech and Language Therapy Department, HSE South, Speech and Language Therapy Dept., City General Hospital, Infirmary Road, Cork: Tel: 021-4927801. 
Further information regarding the operation of, and application for enrolment in the SSLD Class is available from Finbarr Hurley, Principal, Greenmount N.S.
What Happens in the SSLD Class?

The pupils in the SSLD Class are fulltime pupils of Greenmount N.S. and follow the Primary School Curriculum, i.e. the mainstream curriculum of their equivalent class, differentiated as appropriate. 
Pupils eligible to attend an SSLD Class may be entitled to apply for an exemption from the study of Irish under the DES Circular 12/96.  Pupils may attend the SSLD Class for one or two years only.
The pupils in the SSLD Class are integrated with pupils in the mainstream for subjects like physical education, drama, visual arts, etc., where appropriate.  They also integrate with their peers in the mainstream classes during break times and they are encouraged to participate in all school activities e.g. Christmas concert, sports day, tour day etc.  
The SSLD Class Teacher and SSLD Class SLT work closely together to help promote integration of each pupil’s speech, language and communication skills in the educational setting. The SSLD Class SLT works closely with the teacher to provide therapy that can be integrated into the pupil’s school day.  The SSLD Class Teacher can modify his/her teaching to suit each pupil’s unique speech, language and learning needs.  If a child enrolled in the SSLD Class requires Occupational Therapy input or input from a NEPS Psychologist, a referral may be made, in consultation with their parent, to further help the pupil.  In this setting the pupil has the benefit of maximum therapeutic input integrated into the school day.  
Application for a place in the SSLD Class

How do I know if my child is eligible to apply?

· The DES has established criteria to identify children who are eligible for admission to a SSLD Class as outlined in DES Circular 0038/2007 (Appendix 3). 
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Where do I get an application form?

The first step is for parents to contact the school (021-4966242) to request an application form (Appendix 2). 

Parents retain this form until all the reports that are required to be submitted to Greenmount N.S. with the completed application form are available. The completed application form and accompanying reports must be received by Greenmount N.S. on or before the ‘Closing Date’. The ‘Closing Date’ shall mean 15:00 on the first Friday in the March preceding the school year to which the application for enrolment relates. 
What paperwork will I need to submit with the application?

In order to apply for a place in the SSLD Class and to verify that an applicant meets the DES criteria, an application form must be submitted with the following 5 documents by the Closing Date.  These reports are: 

1. Speech & Language Therapy (‘SLT’) Report, which includes results of standardised assessment/s of speech and language skills, which must be dated within six months of the closing date. This report must state that the child has a clinical diagnosis of Specific Speech and Language Impairment. 
2. A recent Educational Psychological Assessment Report that clearly identifies performance/nonverbal IQ as required by the DES, which must be dated within eighteen months of the closing date. This should include results of a comprehensive assessment of both non-verbal and verbal ability including subtest results. 

3. A completed school or preschool report (Blank report forms are provided to parents): 
(Appendices 4 & 5) 
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Two completed Social, Emotional and Behavioural Rating Forms (Blank report forms are provided to parents): (Appendix 6). One of these is to be completed by the applicant’s school or preschool, and one is to be completed jointly by parent and the applicant’s SLT.
Procedures following the Submission of an Application

Once the Closing Date for applications has passed, the Advisory Committee (AC) meets to discuss all applications and to offer advice to Greenmount N.S.’s Board of Management (‘BOM’) regarding the applicants who may be offered the available places in their SSLD Class.  
The AC comprises of:

· The Principals & SSLD Class teachers from Greenmount N.S., Scoil Barra, Ballincollig and Shanbally N.S. All of whom have been authorised by their respective Boards of Management to assist with the ranking of applicants using Speech and Language approved ranking scales and other relevant criteria and factors in collaboration with the Speech and Language representatives.
· SLTs assigned to work in the South Lee SSLD Classes.
· Speech & Language Therapy Manager HSE Cork South Lee/Designated Officer.
· NEPS Psychologist (where available).
At this meeting, the AC agrees on a Minutes Secretary to minute the meeting. A Chairperson (usually a school principal) is elected for a two year period. The number of class places available each year varies depending on the number of pupils discharged from the classes. The maximum number of places available in the SSLD Class at any one time is seven per class. The profile of each applicant is discussed in detail with respect to the applicant’s eligibility and suitability and any other issues that might be relevant for a SSLD Class placement. Each member of the AC will be given ample and equal opportunity to express his/her professional opinion with regard to these issues.

The Priority Rating Scale is completed for each applicant. In the event of there being more applications than available spaces, the rating scale assists the AC to rank the applicants and to recommend to the BOM the allocation of the available spaces.  In turn, the BOM, when allocating places gives due recognition to the following factors:
· Severity of need as per rating scale.

· Geographical proximity to the school.

· Other factors that may be significant to the child’s needs, e.g. the availability of an age appropriate peer group for the child.

In the event of there being more eligible applicants than available spaces, a waiting list is established based on the ranked order of the applicants.  The BOM will inform the parents of applicants who are not initially offered a place in the SSLD Class that a waiting list has been established and that places will be offered in ranked order should spaces become available in the SSLD Class.  The waiting list expires on the 30th September on an annual basis. 
In the event that the SSLD Class has unfilled places either because:

(a) there are fewer applicants than places, or
(b) applicants decline the offer of a place,

the available places may be offered by the BOM to eligible candidates in the following priority order (subject to the BOM’s satisfaction that the applicants meet the criteria for enrolment): 
· Suitable and eligible applicants on the waitlist for Greenmount N.S. SSLD Class.

· Suitable and eligible applicants on the waitlist for other SSLD Classes in the Cork South Lee Primary Care SLT Area (ref. Scoil Barra, Ballincollig and Shanbally N.S.) Places are offered to candidates with the highest ranking first.

· Applicants deemed suitable and eligible for a SSLD Class placement in the Cork South Primary Care SLT Area (ref. Barryroe N.S.) but who failed to secure a place due to lack of an available place.

· Applicants deemed suitable and eligible for a SSLD Class placement in the Cork North Primary Care SLT Area but who failed to secure a place due to lack of an available place.
· Applicants who applied for a SSLD Class after the closing date for applications provided suitability and eligibility have been established.  As it would not be feasible to reconvene the AC, the members may be contacted by the BOM and their opinions sought on the eligibility and suitability of the applicants. 

· Children who are eligible under the DES ‘spare capacity’ criteria in accordance with DES Circular 0038/2007 which provides:
“In instances where there is spare capacity in a SSLD class because of insufficient eligible children, the Board of Management may offer a place to a maximum of two pupils who do not meet the eligibility criteria but who could benefit from enrolment in the class for one year on a concessionary basis. Such placements must be supported by a speech & Language therapist and /or a psychologist. The question of the continued enrolment of these pupils for a second year can only be considered once all eligible pupils have been accommodated.”
In the event of spare capacity remaining in the SSLD Class after all the above steps have been exhausted, the following applies:
· South Lee Primary Care Speech and Language Therapy Services will identify pupils from their case load with SLT needs significant enough to warrant placement in the SSLD Class.
How long does a pupil spend in a SSLD Class?
DES Circular 0038/2007 provides that eligible applicants may spend up to two years in a SSLD Class.  The typical placement duration is for two academic years. For some pupils, one year in the SSLD Class is sufficient.  Each pupil’s placement in the SSLD Class is reviewed in their first term of each academic year of attendance.  In the second term, the Advisory Discharge Committee (ADC) reviews each pupil and recommendations are made to the BOM regarding the most appropriate placement for the child for the following school year.  The BOM takes cognisance of such recommendations but the BOM ultimately retains responsibility for deciding on the child’s continued enrolment or otherwise in the SSLD Class. 
It should be noted that enrolment in the SSLD Class confers no entitlement to enrolment in a mainstream class in Greenmount N.S. upon discharge from the SSLD Class.  Any such application will be processed in accordance with an application for admission to a mainstream class. 
Discharge Procedure for the SSLD Class: 
A Discharge Meeting is held in the second school term with respect to each pupil’s placement in the SSLD Class. The purpose of the meeting is to consider if the SSLD Class remains the most appropriate placement for the pupil. 
The members of the ADC generally comprise of some or all of the following professionals:

· School Principal &/or Deputy Principal.
· Speech and Language Therapy Manager.
· SSLD Class Teacher.
· SSLD Class SLT.
· NEPS Psychologist on request
· SENO on request.
Each pupil is discussed individually at the Discharge Meeting. The most up to date reports/information available on the pupil are presented to the multidisciplinary team. The pupil’s current presentation and needs are then discussed by the team. Arising from the discussion, a recommendation is made to the BOM as to whether or not the SSLD Class remains the most appropriate placement for each pupil. 

The ADC advises the BOM of its recommendations. The Board of Management considers these recommendations and if it is no longer considered to be in the pupil’s best interest and/or to be the most appropriate placement, then the pupil may be discharged from the SSLD Class by the Board of Management. Discharge may be made in line with the following discharge criteria: 
1. The child has made sufficient progress and is able to return to mainstream; therefore a 2nd year is not required.

2. The child has completed his/her two year placement.

3. The child’s parents/guardians request discharge from the SSLD class.

4. The child’s primary diagnosis has been revised and the SSLD class is no longer the appropriate placement. 
The ADC will also make recommendations on each pupil’s on-going unique educational needs and speech and language needs. The ADC will finalise a ‘SSLD Discharge Report’ which includes the above recommendations. This report is furnished to the receiving school of each pupil ahead of the pupil leaving the SSLD Class. The SSLD Class Teacher and SSLD Class SLT visit/liaise with the new school for each pupil leaving the SSLD Class as part of the transition process.
Under Section 29 of the Education Act (1998), parents who wish to appeal the decision of the Board of Management to discharge their child from the S.S.L.D. Class may appeal the decision locally to the Chairperson of the Board of Management. If desired, parents may further appeal the B.O.M.’s decision to the Secretary General of the Dept. of Education and Skills and are entitled to the support of the Education Welfare Officer (TUSLA) in respect of this appeal.

School Policies 
Greenmount N.S.’s BOM has a range of policies relevant to all pupils enrolled in the school, both in the mainstream and special classes, including, Child Protection Policy, Anti-bullying Policy, Health and Safety Statement, Code of Behaviour, etc.  It is a parents responsibility to familiarise themselves with such policies (available from the school secretary/school website).  Parental acceptance of their child’s enrolment in the school is taken as acceptance of the procedures/details outlined in such policies.  
 The Study of Irish
Written acceptance by Parents of the school’s Code of Behaviour is a requirement of this Enrolment Policy. The BOM reserves the right to refuse a child’s enrolment in Greenmount N.S. if his/her Parents refuse to accept the Code of Behaviour.
Review and Implementation:

This Enrolment Policy is subject to review at the discretion of the BOM and will be reviewed by November 2018.

Communication and Ratification:

A copy of this Enrolment Policy, as approved by the BOM, is provided on request to the Patron. The Enrolment Policy is available on the school’s website (www.greenmount.ie). The Enrolment Policy is emailed to all Staff members and to the Parents Association Committee. In addition, hard copies of the Enrolment Policy are issued upon request to staff members and to parents. Availability of the Enrolment Policy is notified to parents of currently enrolled pupils by means of Family Note. A copy of same is provided on request to prospective parents and to parents of currently enrolled pupils.  This Enrolment Policy was formally approved and ratified by the BOM at its meeting on the 15th December, 2015. The Policy was reviewed at a Board of Management Meeting on the 8thNovember, 2016.
Signed on behalf of the BOM:

………………………………….

Chairperson of the Board of Management. 

Dated: 8th November, 2016
Appendix 1

Checklist for Submission of Application


Completed Speech and Language Report   

Completed School SSLD Class Enrolment Application Form

A recent Educational Psychological Assessment Report that clearly identifies performance/nonverbal IQ as required by the DES, dated within 18 months of the closing date. This should include results of a comprehensive assessment of both non-verbal and verbal ability including subtest results. 

A completed school or preschool report 

Completed Social, Emotional and Behavioural Rating Forms completed by the applicant’s school or preschool.

Completed Social, Emotional and Behavioural Rating Forms completed jointly by the applicant’s parents and the applicant’s SLT.   

Appendix 2

APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION: SSLD CLASS
Greenmount N.S.,
Green Street, Cork.
Tel. 021-4966242 
E-mail: principal@greenmount.ie  
Website: www.greenmount.ie 
Roll No. 12473M

	Child’s Full Name

(as on Birth Certificate)
	Surname:


	Forename(s)



	Name as commonly used (if different from above)
	
	Gender:

	Date of Birth
	dd
	mm
	yyyy
	Country of Birth of Child



	Address
	

	PPS Number
	

	Religion (for Sacramental reasons/not entered in POD)


	
	Place of Baptism (if applicable)



	Name(s) of Parent(s)/ Guardian(s)
	

	Country/Countries of Origin of Parents
	
	Language(s) spoken at home:

	With whom does the child normally reside.
	

	Number of Children in Family
	
	Birth Order of this child in the Family:



	Parents’ Landline Phone Numbers
	Home: a) 

            b)


	Work: a)

           b)



	Parents’ Mobile Numbers and other significant Contact Details (please indicate the name of the person to whom the phone belongs and also the person’s relation/role in respect of the pupil).
	Name:
	Mobile Number
	Relation/Role

	
	1.


	1.


	1.



	
	2.


	2.


	2.



	
	3.


	3.


	3.



	
	4.
	4.
	4.




	TEXT-A-PARENT MOBILE NUMBER
	


	Proposed Date of Entry to Greenmount N.S
	


	Name of Play/Pre-School attended/attending
	Play/Pre-School Name


	Years Attended
	No. of years in Play/Pre-School:

	
	1.


	
	

	
	2.


	
	

	Previous School Attended

(if applicable)
	School Name


	Years Attended
	Most Recent Class Attended:

	
	1.


	
	

	
	2.


	
	

	Name & Address of Speech and Language Therapist (SLT) working with your child.


	
	Tel. 
	Period of Therapy Attendance?

From:

To: 



	SLT Report available?
	Yes/No: 
	   Date of Report
	

	Any other relevant information re Speech and Language difficulties?


	…………………..………………………………………………………………

…..………………………………………………………………………………

.…………………………………………………………………………………



	Did your child receive learning support or resource teaching while attending his/her previous school?
	…………………..………………………………………………………………

…..………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………..



	Are there any other concerns/information you have in relation to your child that you think the school staff should be informed of? 

	……………………………………………………..……………………………

………………..…………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………..




	Does your child suffer from any medical condition which may affect your child in school?
	…………………………………………….………………………………………

……………………….……………………………………………..……………

……………………………………………………………………………………

	Please give details of any social/emotional difficulties which may affect your child in school
	……………………………..………………………………………………………

…………………………..…………………………………………………………

…………………………..…………….…………………………………………

	If your child has been referred to or is attending other services i.e occupational therapy, psychology, social worker or any other specialist please give details.
	………………………………………..………..…………………………………

……………………………………………….…………………………………..

………………………………………….…..…………………….………………

Report Available? 

………………………………………..…………………………………………

	Family Doctor Details:
	Name:
	Tel. No.:




Signature(s) of Parent(s)/Guardian(s): 

1. ………………………………………………………………….

2. ………………………………………………………………….

Date: …………………………………..

(Please attach copy of Birth Certificate and Baptismal Certificate
(if applicable) as this is required for enrolment purposes.)

Consent

I understand that my child’s attached reports on my child will be reviewed and discussed by the Advisory Committee and the Board of Management. 

Signed: ……………………………………. Date: …………………

Parent/Guardian

*************************************************************************************

Thank you for providing the information requested in this ‘Application for Admission’. The information supplied will assist us in supporting your child if/when he/she is enrolled as a pupil in Greenmount N.S. The Information will be treated as private and confidential and will be released to staff members on a need- to-know basis only. 
Please note that if your child enrols in the school, we are required to enter their information details onto the Department of Education’s Primary Online Database (POD).  

More information on POD can be found @ www.education.ie 
Appendix 3: DES Circular 0038/2007



Circular 0038/2007

To the Management Authorities of Primary Schools

Criteria for Enrolment in Special Classes for Pupils with Specific Speech and Language Disorder.

1. Introduction

The purpose of this circular is to remind school authorities with special classes for pupils with specific speech and language disorder (SSLD) of the Department of Education and Science’s (DES) criteria that must be met by pupils for placement in such classes. The recent evaluation of special classes for pupils with SSLD by the Department’s inspectorate revealed that the criteria for enrolment in these classes were not being observed in some instances. The evaluation report may be viewed on the Department’s website, www.education.ie. 

It is recognised that, in any provision using eligibility criteria, there may be people who do not meet these criteria.  It is important that the intensive level of resourcing provided in these classes is allocated to support the population for whom it is intended. School authorities should therefore ensure that pupils currently enrolled in these classes as well as those pupils who will be enrolled in the classes in the future satisfy the criteria outlined below. These criteria are also contained in Circular SP ED 02/05. 

2. Special classes for SSLD

Special classes for pupils with SSLD are attached to mainstream primary schools. Applications to establish such classes are considered by the special educational needs organiser (SENO) and those meeting the criteria for establishment are approved by the National Council for Special Education (NCSE). A full-time teacher is assigned to each class, and classes operate with a reduced pupil-teacher ratio of 7:1. A minimum number of five eligible pupils is required for a school to retain a SSLD class. Eligible pupils may spend up to two years in such classes. An enhanced capitation grant of €785 is paid in respect of each pupil enrolled in these classes.

The Health Service Executive funds the provision of speech and language therapy services for the children attending these classes. It is expected that speech and language therapy services will be provided locally to these classes by the Health Service Executive. 

3. Criteria for enrolment

A pupil enrolled in a special class for pupils with SSLD must meet each of the following criteria:

a) The pupil has been assessed by a psychologist on a standardised test of intellectual ability that places non-verbal ability within the average range or above (i.e. non-verbal IQ of 90, or above).

b) The pupil has been assessed by a speech and language therapist on a standardised test of language development that places performance in one or more of the main areas of speech and language development at two standard deviations or more below the mean, or at a generally equivalent level. (i.e. 2 standard deviations or below, at or below a standard score of 70).

c) The pupil’s difficulties are not attributable to hearing impairment; where the pupil is affected to some degree by hearing impairment, the hearing threshold for the speech-related frequencies should be 40Db.

d) Emotional and behavioural disorders or a physical disability are not considered to be primary causes.

4. Spare capacity

In instances where there is spare capacity in a SSLD class because of insufficient eligible children, the board of management may offer a place to a maximum of two pupils who do not meet the eligibility criteria but who could benefit from enrolment in the class for one year on a concessionary basis. Such placements must be supported by the recommendation of a speech and language therapist and/or psychologist.  The question of the continued enrolment of these pupils for a second year can only be considered once all eligible pupils have been accommodated. The NCSE through the local SENO will monitor such situations. 

5. Transport 

In general, a child who is eligible for placement in a SSLD class on the basis of the provisions in section 3 or section 4 above is also eligible for free transport to the SSLD class nearest to his or her place of residence, subject to the terms of the School Transport Scheme.

6. Support for pupils with SSLD not enrolled in special classes

Any pupil who meets the criteria outlined in section 3 of this circular qualifies for additional teaching support where s/he is not enrolled in a special SSLD class. Applications for such support may be made to the local SENO. Pupils with mild speech and language difficulties may qualify for supplementary teaching support from the school’s General Allocation teaching resources as outlined in Circular SP ED 02/05. 

7. School plan

It is recommended that the school include reference to the operation of the SSLD class in its school plan. This should include:

a) a statement on how the class is organised, 

b) class objectives, 

c) the roles and responsibilities of those involved, 

d) the policy on staff collaboration, and 

e) the policy on inclusion of the pupils with SSLD.

A copy of this circular is also available on the Department of Education and Science website at www.education.ie
Teresa Griffin,

Principal Officer.

27th April 2007.
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Pre-School Report for SSLD Class Application






Attention and Listening

1. How do his/her concentration and listening skills compare to those of his/her peers?

2. Please describe his/her ability to listen to, enjoy and respond to stories, nursery rhymes, poems and songs.

3. What strategies have been useful to keep this child’s attention during: 

a)  one-to-one activities:

b)  group activities:

Play

1. What are his/her preferred toys and activities?

2. Does s/he engage in imaginative play? (e.g. using make-believe objects in play and engaging in make-believe scenarios)
 3. Describe how this child plays with his/her peers.

Social and Emotional Progress:

1. Please describe the child’s social interaction with the following:

(a) peers 

(b) familiar adults

(c) unfamiliar adults

2. Does s/he participate in group activities? e.g. circle time

3. What have you observed about the child’s self-esteem?

    Please comment:

4. Please describe the child’s behaviour. Does s/he present with any behaviour difficulties or challenging behaviour?

5. How does s/he respond to correction in general? 
6. Does the child separate easily from parents/guardians?
7. (a) How well does the child cope with the daily routine of pre-school?

    (b) How well does the child cope with a change in routine?

 Speech and Language Skills:

1. Does the child understand what you say to him/her?

2. How does the child get his/her message across?

3. Does the child stammer? If so, please comment.

4. How would you describe the child’s conversation skills? Please comment on eye- contact, turn-taking, staying on topic.

5.  Does the child appear to be conscious of his/her speech and language difficulties?
6. How do his/her speech and language difficulties affect his/her performance in school?

7. Does the child show any signs of (a) anxiety and/or (b) frustration when his/her efforts to communicate are not successful. (Please give details).

8. How does the child respond to his/her speech being corrected in preschool?

Motor Skills

1. Please describe the child’s gross motor skills (e.g. jumping, hopping, climbing stairs).

2. Please describe the child’s fine motor skills (e.g. building a tower, completing formboards, colouring, ability to draw recognisable objects).

Other issues:

1. Is attendance at preschool regular?

2. What are the child’s special interests and abilities?

3. How does the child get on in the following situations?

Very Well         Well           With 

                                                      Difficulty
 a) In a big group setting

b) In a small group setting


c)  In a one to one setting

Please tick the appropriate box.

4. In your opinion, how suitable would placement in an average sized Junior Infants class be from next September for this child?

Most Unsuitable


Suitable

Unsuitable



Most Suitable

Please tick one box and give a reason for your answer:

Please add any other information that you think might be relevant

Thank you very much for your help.
Appendix 5
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Attention and Listening skills

Attention and Listening

1. Describe the child’s ability to stay on task during:

  a) Listening activities:____________________________

       ___________________________________________

 Section 1: Attention and Listening

1. Describe the child’s ability to stay on task during:

 a) Listening activities:
b) Writing activities:
2. Please describe the child’s ability to listen and respond during group activities:

3. Please comment on the child’s activity levels and ability to stay in-seat during teaching time:

4. What strategies have been useful to keep the child’s attention during teaching time?

Section 2 : Play

1. What are his/her preferred toys and activities?

2. Does s/he engage in imaginative play? (e.g. using make- believe objects in play and engaging in make-believe scenarios)
3. Describe how the child plays with his/her peers.

Section 3: Social and Emotional Progress:

1. Please describe the child’s social interaction with the following: 

(a) peers

 (b) familiar adults 

(c) unfamiliar adults

2. What have you observed about the child’s self-esteem?

3. Please describe how he/she plays in the playground:

4. How does the child get on with the following aspects of school:

a ) Coping with routine:

b) Coping with changes:

c) Managing frustration:
d) Following rules/take correction:

e) Speaking independently in class:

5. Can the child be anxious/shy/withdrawn in school?   

    Please comment:

Section 4: Motor Skills

1. How would you describe the child’s fine motor skills? e.g. ability to make jigsaws, colour, thread  beads, write, pencil grip.

2. How would you describe his/her gross motor skills? e.g.  hopping, managing stairs, ball skills.

3. How would you describe the child’s organisational skills? e.g. packing his/her bag, organising his/her belongings, organising lunchtime, toileting.

Section 5: Speech and Language Skills:

1. How does the child get his/her message across in school? 

2. Does the child understand your instructions?

3. How would you describe the child’s conversational skills? Please comment on eye contact, turn-taking, staying on topic.

4. Does the child stammer?

5. Does the child show any signs of anxiety and/or frustration when his/her efforts to communicate are not successful or if s/he cannot follow instructions? (Please give details)

6. How does the child respond when his/her speech is corrected?

7. How do his/her speech and language difficulties affect performance in school?

8. Are classmates aware of the child’s speech and language difficulties?  How do they respond?

Section 6: Academic Progress: 

1. Reading:
     a) Please comment on the child’s reading ability (specify texts used in class):

b) Please specify Phonics programme used:

c) Does the child participate in a specific paired/shared reading programme? 

d)  Please provide the  names and results of  any standardised tests administered (e.g. MIST, Drumcondra, Micra T)

2. Maths:
a) Is the child working to his/her appropriate class level?   

    (please circle)         Yes      No

b) Please specify texts used:

c) Please provide the results and names of any standardised tests administered:
d) In relation to the child’s class level, how would you rate his/her skills in the following areas:
	Area   
	Below Average
	Average
	Above

Average
	Comment

	Early

Mathematical 

Activity:
	
	
	
	

	Number

Recognition:
	
	
	
	

	Number 

Formation:
	
	
	
	

	Computation:


	
	
	
	

	Concepts:

Time
	
	
	
	

	Measures
	
	
	
	

	Data
	
	
	
	

	Shape & Space 
	
	
	
	


3.  Writing:
	Pre-writing /writing skills 

	
	
	
	

	Patterns


	
	
	
	

	Left to right orientation
	
	
	
	

	Functional Handwriting
	
	
	
	


How does the child participate in all other academic areas:
Section 7: Other issues:

1. Does the child separate easily from parents/guardians?
2. Is attendance at school regular?   Please comment:

4. What are the child’s special interests and abilities?

6. How does the child cope / perform in the following settings?

Very Well        Well            With                               




      Difficulty
a.  In a big group setting

b. In a small group setting


c. In a one to one setting

7. In your opinion, how suitable would continued placement in mainstream school be from next September for this child?

Most Unsuitable


Suitable

Unsuitable



Most Suitable

Please give reasons for your answer:

Please add any other information that you think might be relevant.
Thank you very much for your help.
Appendix 6: 
Social, Emotional and Behavioural Rating Scale
Social, Emotional and Behavioural Rating

Child’s Name:__________________________D.O.B.:_____________C.A.______

Completed by:_________________________________(Teacher/Therapist)

For each statement below please circle the one which in your experience, applies most appropriately to the child: generally the case, sometimes the case or rarely the case.

Mark one response only per statement. Please complete this form in consultation with the parents/guardians if there are items that you have not directly observed.

Social:

(1) The child is included by peers in interactions, e.g. games, invited to parties etc.

Generally 


Sometimes


Rarely 

(2) The child initiates appropriate verbal interactions with familiar listeners e.g.  

      conversations, telling news, recounting stories.

Generally 


Sometimes


Rarely 

(3) The child is able to join in and play with peers to an age appropriate level.

 Generally 


Sometimes


Rarely 

(4) The child withdraws from interactions with peers.

Generally 


Sometimes


Rarely 

Emotional:

(1)  The child presents as confident in familiar settings.

Generally 


Sometimes


Rarely 

(2) The child can resolve conflicts and negotiate with peers to an age appropriate   

     level.

Generally 


Sometimes


Rarely 

 (3) The child’s initial reaction when set a task is to ‘opt out’ or give up e.g. saying  

      “it’s too hard for me”.

Generally 


Sometimes


Rarely 

(4) The child gets frustrated/anxious when he cannot get his message across.

Generally 


Sometimes


Rarely 

Behavioural:

(1) The child uses strategies to get his message across, e.g. gesture, actions or “saying   

     it another way”.

     Generally 


Sometimes


Rarely 

 (2) When the child can’t fully understand what is being said, he/she can let you know  

     by asking you to explain again or repeat …”huh/what”.

Generally 


Sometimes


Rarely 

(3) The child demonstrates age appropriate pragmatic language skills, e.g. eye-   

      contact, vocal volume, turn-taking, using language forms that are appropriate to   

      the situation and people involved. 

Generally 


Sometimes


Rarely 

 (4)  The child can react in any of the following ways when he has difficulty   

      understanding what is being said or has difficulty expressing himself: becoming   

      embarrassed, becoming withdrawn, acting out, behaving aggressively, having   

      tantrums.

Generally 


Sometimes


Rarely 

 (5) The child shows signs of discomfort in speaking situations e.g. muscles tensing,  

      tearfulness, throat clearing, blanching/blushing. 

Generally 


Sometimes


Rarely 

Please add any additional comments you feel are appropriate:

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Thank you for completing this form

Appendix 7: 
Report Template for Language Class Referral
Speech and Language Therapy Report:  Private & Confidential

NAME:

ADDRESS:

D.O.B.:

DATE OF ASSESSMENT/S:

C.A. 

ASSESSMENTS ADMINISTERED: 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

- Therapy History.

- Any medical /development history that is relevant.

- Any relevant family history.

- Brief education history if relevant.

PRESENTATION: 

A brief description of how the child presents and functions (focus on interaction/language/communication skills) within the home school/clinic or other situations where he/she has been observed.

ASSESSMENT:

Receptive Language:

· Name assessment(s) administered and date(s).

· Explanatory note on scoring e.g. for the C.E.L.F., for individual Subtests the average range is 7 and 13, for the Receptive, Expressive and Total Language Scores the average range is 85 – 115).

· Table results indicating standard scores, percentile and z-scores. Indicated degree of impairment suggested by the scores. 

85-115 is average (<85 is low average).

85-80 is mild impairment.

80-73 is moderate impairment.

ASSESSMENT(S):

· CELF. Pre- UK

· CELF-3  UK.

· RDLS 

· Renfrew Action Picture Test

·  Renfrew Word Finding Vocabulary Test

·  Renfrew  Bus Story Test Of Narrative Speech

· GAPS

· Goldman Fristoe Test of Articulation

· DEAP

(Separate tables for each assessment).

· Comment on auditory processing / language processing problems here.

Interpretation:

· Interpret individual tests /subtests and indicate how deficits will affect function.

· Discuss relationship between performance on different tests.

Expressive Language:

· Same format as above.

· Assessments: Bus Story.

                            S.T.A.S.S.

                            R.A.P.T.

Vocabulary: 

· , Renfrew Naming Test.

· Pre-school CELF – Formulating Labels.

Phonology: 

· Error analysis and effect on intelligibility.

· If dyspraxic state characteristics of sound system which suggest the diagnosis.

· Phonological processing – Phonological Awareness Test – if applicable.

· Goldman Fristoe Test of Articulation.

· Kaufman Praxis.

Fluency:

Pragmatics: - Only if indicated.

- TOPL (older child).

- Observations for younger children.

- Test of Language Competence.

Summary:
- Summarise results.

 - State effect of deficits on function.

Recommendations: - List recommendations and brief rationale for each.

Sign and date.

An applicant who wishes to be enrolled in Greenmount’s SSLD Class must satisfy each of the following criteria:





The applicant has been assessed by a psychologist on a standardised test of intellectual ability that places non-verbal ability within the average range or above (i.e. non-verbal IQ of 90, or above). 





The applicant has been assessed by a SLT on a standardised test of language development that places performance in one or more of the main areas of speech and language development at two standard deviations or more below the mean, or at a generally equivalent level. (i.e. 2 standard deviations or below, at or below a standard score of 70). 





The applicant’s difficulties are not attributable to hearing impairment; where the pupil is affected to some degree by hearing impairment, the hearing threshold for the speech-related frequencies should be 40Db. 





Emotional and behavioural disorders or a physical disability are not considered to be primary causes. 








Parents should request all relevant reports from the therapist/school/pre-school in sufficient time to ensure that the reports are forwarded to Greenmount N.S. on or before the closing date.  It is suggested that parents liaise closely with the applicant’s SLT in completing the Rating Forms.   





A suggested template for the SLT report is provided to parents so that they can make this available to the applicant’s SLT (Appendix 7).








It should be noted that children presenting with an SSLD diagnosis may apply for an exemption from the study of Gaeilge in accordance with DES Circular 12/96.





Having regard to pupils’ language difficulties, the pupils in the SSLD Class are exposed to a more limited amount of spoken, conversational based Irish.  Formal reading and written Irish are not undertaken in the SSLD Class.





Special Education Section


   Department of Education and  Science 


Cornamaddy


Athlone


Co Westmeath











Rannóg Oideachais Speisialta


An Roinn Oideachais agus Eolaíochta


Cor na Madadh


Átha Luain


Co na hlarmhí








Pupil’s Name: ____________________________________





Pupil’s Address: __________________________________





	               __________________________________





	               __________________________________


	 


          











Date of Birth: _______________Age:__________________








Name of Pre-School:__________________________________





		





			  	  








Pre- School Address:__________________________________





                                __________________________________


		


Pre- School Tel. No.:________________





		  








Form completed by:_____________________________________________(Title/Role)





Date completed:_____________________






















































































Pupil’s Name: ___________________________________








Date of Birth: _______________Age:__________________








Name of School:__________________________________





Class: _________________________________________





		        





			  	  








Teacher:______________________________________________





Principal:  _____________________________________________





Is the child receiving Resource Teaching or Learning  support?





_____________________________________________________





Name of Resource Teacher/Learning Support  Teacher:





 ____________________________________________________





Number of Hours of Resource/Learning support Teaching:: _____________________________________________________








Does the child have access to an S.N.A?_____________________





Specify the care needs of this child:_________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________





______________________________________________________________________





______________________________________________________________________








Report completed by:________________________________________( Name & Title)





                                    ________________________________________(Name & Title)





Date of completion of this report:_______________________
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